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N-SUBSHTUTED 2-CYANOPYRROLIDINES 



Held 

The pitsent invention relates to N-substituted 2-cyanopynolidines. More particularly, 
it provides novel N-gIycyl-2-cyanopyrrolidine derivatives. 

Bftckgrptmd 

Dipeptidyl peptidase-IV (DPP-IV) is a serine protease which cleaves N-tcrminal 
dipeptides from a peptide chain containing, preferably, a proline residue in the penultimate 
position. Although the biological role of DPP-IV in mammalian systems has not been 
completely established, it is believed to play an important role in neuropeptide metabolism, 
T-cell activation, attachment of cancer cells to the endothelium and the entry of HIV into 
lymphoid cells. DPP-IV is responsible for inactivating glucagon-like peptide- 1 (GLP«1). 
More particularly, DPP-IV cleaves the amino-tcrminal His- Ala dipeptide of GLP-1, generating 
a GLP-1 receptor antagonist, and thereby shortens the physiological response to GLP-1. Since 
the half-life for DPP-IV cleavage is much shorter than the half-life for removal of GLP-1 from 
circulation, a significant increase in GLP-1 bioactivity (5- to 10-fold) is anticipated from 
DPP-IV inhibition. Since GLP-1 is a major stimulator of pancreatic insulin secredon and has 
direct beneficial effects on glucose disposal, DPP-IV inhibition appears to represent an 
attracdve approach for treating non-insulin-dependent diabetes meliitus (NIDDM). 

Although a number of DPP-IV inhibitors have been described, all have limitadons 
relating to potency, stability or toxicity. Accordingly, a great need exists for novel DPP-IV 
inhibitors which are useful in treadng condidons mediated by DPP-IV inhibition and which do 
not suffer from the above-mentioned limitations. 
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Summary of the invention 

The invention provides novel N.(N--substitutcd glycyI)-2<yanopyrToIl(iincs which are 
effective as DPP-IV inhibitors in treating conditions mediated by DPP-IV. It also concerns 
corresponding pharmaceutical compositions, a process for their preparation, a method of 
inhibiting DPP-IV comprising administering to a patient in need of such treatment a 
therapeutically effective amount thereof, the compounds for use as a pharmaceutical, and their 
use in a process for the preparation of a medicament for treating a condition mediated 
byDPP-rV. 



Detailed description 

The invention concerns N-<N'-substittitcd glycyl}-2-cyanopyrrolidines, hereinafter 
briefly named "the compounds of the invention"; more particularly, it concerns compounds 
of formula I: 




wherein R is: 

a) RiRuN(CH2)a- wherein 

Ri is a pyridinyl or pyrimidinyl moiety optionally mono- or independently 
disubstitutcd with (CM)alkyl, (CM)alkoxy. halogen, trifluoromethyl, 
cyano or nitro; or phenyl optionally mono- or independendy disubstitutcd 
with (CM)alkyl, (CM)alkoxy or halogen; 

Rit b hydrogen or (CM)allcyi; and 

m is 2 or 3; 

b) (C3.u)cydoaIkyI optionally monosubstituted in the 1 -position with (C|.3)hydroxyalJcyl; 

c) Rx(CH3)n* wherein either 

R} is phenyl optionally mono- or independendy di- or independently trisubstituted 
with (CM)allcyl, (CM)alkoxy. halogen or phenyltiiio optionally monosubstituted 
in the phenyl ring with hydroxymethyl; or is (Ci^)alkyl; a p.l.ljbicyclic 
carbocycllc moiety optionally mono- or plurisubstituted with (Ct^)dikyl; 
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a pyridinyl or naphthyl moiety optionally mono- or indepcndwitly disubsliiuted 
with (CM)alkyl. (CM)alkoxy or halogen; cyclohexcne: or adamantyl; and 
n is 1 to 3; or 

R7 is phenoxy optionally mono- or independently disubstitutcd with (CM)alJcyl, 

(CM)alkoxy or halogen; and 
n is 2 or 3; 

d) (R3)aCH(CH2)2- wherein each R3 independently is phenyl optionally mono- or 

independently disubstitutcd with (CM}alkyU 
(CM)alkoxy or halogen; 

e) R4(CH2)p- wherein R4 is 2-oxopyrrolidinyl or (C3^)alkoxy and 

p is 2 to 4; 

0 isopropyl optionally monosubstituted in 1 -position with (Ci.3)hydioxyalkyl; 

g) Rs wherein R5 is: indanyl; a pynoHdinyl or piperidinyl moiety optionally substituted vdth 
benzyl; a [2.2.1J- or p.l.ljbicyclic caibocyclic moie^ optionally mono- or 
plurisubstituted with (CM)alkyl; adamantyl; or (CM)allgfl optionally mono- or 
independently plurisubstituted with hydroxy, hydroxymethyl or phenyl optionally mono- 
or independently disubstituted with (CM)alkyl, (CM)alkoxy or halogen; 

in free form or in acid addition salt form. 

The compounds of formula I can exist in free form or in acid addition salt form. Salt 
fonns may be recovered from the free fomi in known manner and vice-versa. Acid addition 
salts may e.g. be those of pharmaceutically acceptable organic or inorganic acids. Although 
the preferred acid addition salts are the hydrochlorides, salts of methanesulfonic, sulfuric, 
phosphoric, citric, lactic and acetic acid may also be utilized. 

The compounds of the invention may exist in the form of optically active isomcis or 
diastereoisomers and can be separated and recovered by conventional techniques, such as 
chromatography. 

-Alkyr and "alkoxy" are cither straight or branched chain, of which examples of the 
latter are isopropyl and tert-butyl. 

R preferably is a), b) or e) as defined above. Ri preferably is a pyridinyl or pyrimidinyl 
moiety optionally substituted as defined above. Ru preferably is hydrogen. R2 preferably is 
phenyl optionally substituted as defined above. Ry prefmbly is unsubstituted phenyl. 



wo 98/19998 PCT/EP97A)6125 , 

-4- 

jR4 preferably is alkoxy as defined above. R5 preferably is optionally substituted alkyi as defined 
above, m preferably is 2. n preferably is 1 or 2, especially 2. p preferably is 2 or 3, 
especially 3. 

Pyridinyl preferably is pyridin-2-yl; it preferably is unsubstitulcd or monosubstitutcd, 
preferably in S-position. Pyrimidinyl preferably is pyrimidin-2-yl. It preferably is unsubstitulcd 
or monosubstituted, preferably in 4-posidon. Preferred as substitutents for pyridinyl and 
pyrimidinyl are halogen^ cyano and nitio, especially chlorine. 

When it is substituted, phenyl preferably is monosubstituted; it preferably is substituted 
with halogen, preferably chlorine* or methoxy. It preferably is substituted in 2-, 4- and/or 
5-position, especially in 4-position. 

(C3.i3)cycloaIkyl preferably is cyclopentyl or cyclohexyl. When it is substituted, it 
preferably is substituted witii hydroxymethyl. (CM)alkoxy preferably is of 1 or 2 carbon 
atoms, it especially is methoxy. (C24)alkoxy preferably is of 3 caibon atoms, it especially is 
tsopropoxy. Halogen is fluorine, chlorine, bromine or iodine, preferably fluorine, chlorine or 
bromine, especially chl(»ine. (Ci.8)alkyl preferably is of 1 to 6, preferably 1 to 4 or 3 to S, 
especially of 2 or 3 carbon atoms, or methyl. (Cm) alkyl preferably is methyl or ethyl, 
especially metiiyl (Ci.3)hydroxyalky] preferably is hydroxymethyl. 

A [3.1.1]bicyclic carbocyclic moiety optionally substituted as defined above preferably 
is bicyclo[3.1.1]hept-2-yI optionally disubstituted in 6-position with metiiyl, or 
bicyclo[3.1.1]hept-3-yl optionally trisubstituted witii one metiiyl in 2-position and two methyl 
groups in 6-position» A [2.2.1]bicyclic carbocyclic moiety optionally substituted as defined 
above preferably is bicyclo[2.2. l]hept-2-yl. 

Naphtiiyl preferably is l-naphthyl. Cyclohexene preferably is cyclohex-l-cn-l-yl. 
Adamantyl preferably is.l- or 2-adamanty]. 

A pynrolidinyl or pipcridinyl moiety optionally substituted as defined above preferably is 
pyiTolidin-3-yl or piperidin*4-yl. When it is substituted it preferably is N-substitutedL 
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A preferred group of compounds of the invention ts the compounds of formula I 
wherein R is R* (compounds la), whereby R' is: 

- Ri 'NHCCHa)!- wherein Rj ' is pyridinyl opdonally mono- or independently disubstituted with 

halogen, trifluoromethyl, cyano or nitro; or unsubstituted 
pyrimidinyl; 

- (C3.7)cycJoalkyl optionally monosubstituted in 1-position with (Cio)hydroxyalkyl; 

- R4'(CH2)3- wherein R4' is (C2-4)alkoxy; or 

- R5, wherein R3 is as defined above; 

in free form or in acid addition salt form. 

More preferred compounds of the invention are those compounds of formula I wherein 
R is R" (compounds lb), whereby R" is: 

- Ri "NH(CH2)2- wherein R," is pyridinyl mono- or independently disubstituted with halogen, 

trifluoromethyl, cyano or nitro; 

- (C4.6)cycIoalkyl monosubstituted in 1-position with CCi.3)hydroxyalkyl; 

- R4*(CH2)3- wherein R4* is as defined above; or 

. Ri* wherein Rs" is a {2.2.1J- or (3.1.1)bicyclic carbocyclic moiety optionally mono- or 

plurisubstituted witii (CM)alkyl; or adamantyl; 
in free form or in acid addition salt form. 

Even more preferred compounds of the invention are tiie compounds of formula I wherein 
R is R'*' (compounds Ic). whereby R*" is: 

- RrNH(CH2)2- wherein Rj" is as defined above; 

- (C44)cycloaIl9l monosubstituted in 1-position with hydroxymethyl; 

- Ri'CCIUi- wherein R4* is as defined above; or 

- Rj" wheiein R5" is adamantyl; 

in free form or in acid addition salt form. 
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A fiuther group of compounds of the invention is oompoonds Ip, wherein R is R^ 

which is: 

a) Ri'*NH(CH2)2- wherein Ri** is a pyridinyl or pyrimidinyl moiety optionally mono- or 

independently disubstituted with halogen* trifluoromethyl, 
cyano or nitro; 

b) (Cj.7)cycloalkyl optionally monosubstituted in 1 -position with (Ci.3)hydroxyalkyl; 

c) R2*'(CH2)2- wherein R2'^ is phenyl optionally mono- or independently di- or independently 

trisubstituted with halogen or (C|.3)alkoxy; 

d) (Ry^jCHiCH^- wherein each Rj^ independendy is phenyl optionally monosubstituted with 

halogen or (Ci.3)alkoxy; 

e) R4{CH2)3- wherein R4 is as defined above; or 

0 isopropyl optionally monosubstituted in 1 -position with (Cio)hydn>xyalkyl; 
in free form or in phaxmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt fonn. 

A further group of compounds of the invention is compoonds Is, wherein R is R', 
which is: 

a) Ri'Ru'(CH2)n- wherein R/ is pyridinyl optionally mono- or independendy disubsdtuted 

with chlorine, trifluoromethyl, cyano or nitro; pyrimidinyl 
optionally monosubstituted with chlorine or trifluoromethyl; 
or phenyl; 

Rit' is hydrogen or methyl; and 

ms is 2 or 3; 

b) (C3.i2}cycloall9l optionally monosubsdtuted in 1-position widi hydroxymethyl; 

c) R3*(CH2>a^wheraneidier 

R2' is phenyl opdonally mono- or independendy di- or independently 
trisubstituted with halogen, alkoxy of 1 or 2 carbon atoms or 
phenyldiio monosubstituted in the phenyl ring with hydroxymethyl; 
(Ci^)alkyl; 6,6-dinnethyIbicycIo[3.M]hept-2-yl; pyridinyl; 
naphthyl; cyclohexene; or adamantyl; and ns is 1 to 3; or 

R2' is phenoxy; and nsis2; 

d) (33-diphenyl)propyl; 
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c) Ri'(CH2)p, wherein is 2-oxopyrrolidin- 1 -yl or isopropoxy and 
ps is 2 or 3; 

0 isopropyl optionally monosubstitutcd in I -position with hydroxymethyl; 

g) Rs' wherein R5' is: indanyl; a pyrrolidinyl or pipcridinyl moiety optionally N-substituted 
with benzyl: bicydo(2.2.1]hept-2-yl; 2.6.6-trimethylbicyclo- 
[3.1. 1]hcpt-3-yl; adamantyl; or (Ci^)alkyl optionally raono^ or 
independently disubsdtated with hydroxy, hydroxymetfiyl or phenyl; 

in free form or in acid addition salt form 




The compounds of the invention may be prepared by a process which comprises 
coupling a reactive (2-cyanopyrro!idino)carbonyImethylenc compound with an appropriate 
substituted amine; more particulariy, for the preparation of the compounds of formula I it 
comprises reacting a compound of formula n 



n 



wherein X is a reactive group, 
with a compound of formula HI 

NH^R in 
wherein R is as defined above, 

and recovering the resultant compound of formula I In ftte form or in acid addition salt form. 

X preferably is.a halogen such as bromine, chlorine or iodine. 

The process of the invention may be efTected in conventional manner. 

The compound of foimula n is preferably reacted with at least 3 equivalents of a 
primaiy amine of formula m. The reaction is conveniently conducted in the presence of an 
inert, organic solvent, preferably a cyclic ether such as tetrahydrofiiran. The temperature 
preferably is of from about 0* to about 35*C, preferably between about and about 25*C. 

The compounds of the invention may be isolated from the reaction mixture and purified 
in conventional manner, e.g. by chromatograirfiy. 
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Thc starting materials may also be prepared in conventional manner. 
The compounds of fomiula n may e.g. be prepared by the following two-step reaction 
scheme: 



STEPl STEP 2 



^ "NIL V ^ X N^C>.^,>^^^ 

Hf ^ ^^^x, f_J -n^AA 

I 1 EtJ^. DMAP 



Et3N,DMAP (at least 2 cq.) 

IV V 



Step 1 involves the reaction of the pyrrolidine of formula IV with a slight molar excess 
of a haloacetylhalide such as bromoacetylbromide or chloroacetylchloride and triethylamine 
and a catalytic amount of dimethylaminopyridine (DMAP). The reaction conveniently is 
conducted in the presence of an inert organic solvent, preferably a chlorinated, aliphatic 
hydrocarbon such as methylene chloride, at a temperamre of from about O^to about 25^C, 
preferably at a temperature between about 0^ and about 15^C. 

Step 2 concerns the dehydration of the compound of formula V, prepared in Step 1, 
with at least 2 equivalents of trifluoroacetic anhydride (TFAA). The dehydration preferably is 
conducted in the presence of an inert, organic solvent such as tetrahydrofuran or a chlorinated, 
aliphatic hydrocarbon such as methylene chloride, at a temperature of from about 0® to about 
25*'C, preferably at a temperature between about 0* and about 15*C. 

Insofar as its (Hcparation is not particularly described herein, a compound used as 
starting material is known or may be prepared from known compounds in known manner or 
analogously to known methods or analogously to methods described in the Examples. 
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The following Exany)lcs illustrate the invention. All temperatures arc in degrees 
Celsius. 

Example 1; 142*rfS>CMoroDvridin-2-vnamInolethvl amtno1acgtvl>2-cvanft, 
fS)*Pvrrolidine 

To a 500 ml flask is added 16.6 g of 2-[(5-chIoropyridin*2-yi)amino]ethyIamUie and 
100 ml of tetrahydrofuran and the mixture is cooled in an ice bath. To the cooled mixture is 
added 7.0 g of (2-cyanopyrrolidino)carbonylmethylene-(S>bromide dissolved in 30 ml of 
tetrahydrofuran. The resultant mixture is stirred for 2 hours at 0^ the solvent is removed by 
rotovaping and the nuxture is partitioned between ethyl acetate and water. The product is then 
extracted into the ethyl acetate layer and the aqueous layer is then washed twice with ethyl 
acetate. The combined organic layers are washed successively with water and brine, dried over ^ 
sodium sulfate and concentrated to obtain the desired free base compound in crude form. The . 
crude form is then purified on silica gel employing a mixture of S% methanol in methylene 
chloride as the eluent to yield the title compound in free base form as a light brown oil. 

After dissolving the free base in 30 ml of dry tetrahydrofuran* hydrogen chloride gas 
is bubbled into the solution for five seconds. The off-white precipitate that forms is filtered, 
washed with dry tetrahydrofuran and the solvent is removed by high vacuum pumping to 
obtain the title compound in dihydrochloride acid addition salt form (off-white solid; 
m.p. 265^-267^; NMR: see * at bottom of Table hereunder). 

The stalling material is obtained as follows: 
a) 22.37 g of (S)-2-9u;bamoyIpyrrolidine, 30.1 mi of tricthylamine and 30.0 mg of 
dimethylaminopyridine (DMAP) are dissolved in 200 ml of methylene chloride and the solution 
is then added, drop wise, to an ice-cold solution of 18.8 ml of bromoacetylbromide in 192 ml 
of methylene chloride, over a period of 60 minutes under a calcium sulfate drying tube. The 
resultant solution is stirred for 2 hours at ice-water temperature under a calcium sulfate drying 
tube, then poured into 3.5 liters of ethyl aceutc. The resultant precipitate is filtered, washed 
with ethyl acetate, and the filtrate is concentrated to obtain (2-carbamoylpyrroUdiDO> 
carbonylmethyIene*(S)*bromlde (hard yellow taffy). 
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in 300 mJ of methylene 



b) 50.0gofthebroinidecompoimdprepartdina)abovcisdi^^^ 
chloride and the solution is cooled in an ice water bath under a calcium sulfate drying tube 
The cooled solution is then poured into 60.2 ml of trifluon,acetlc anhydride over a 2 minute 
period, the n^sultant solution is stined at ice-waterte 

tube for 4 hours, and partitioned between methylene chloride and saturated aqueous sodium 
bicarbonate. The product is extracted into the methylene chloride layer and the aqueous layer 
IS washed twice with methylene chloride. Hie combined organic 

layers ar. washed successively with water and brine and then dried over sodium sulfate The 
solution is filtered and the solvent is removed by rotovaping and high vacuum pumping to 
obtain (2<yanopyrroIidino)carbonylmethylene-(S)^^^^ (dark yellow solid). 
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The compounds of the invention in free form or in phannaceutically acceptable add 
addition saJt form, hereinafter briefly named "the agents of the invention**, in particular, the 
compounds of formula I in free form or in pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt form, 
possess pharmacological activity. They axe therefore indicated for use as pharmaceuticals. 

In particular, they inhibit DPP-IV. This activity may be demonstrated employing the 
Caco*2 DPP-IV assay, which measures the ability of test compounds to inhibit DPP-IV 
activity from human colonic carcinoma cell extracts. The human colonic carcinoma cell line 
Caco-2 can be obtained from the American Type Culture Collection (ATCC HTB 37). 
Differentiation of the cells to induce DPP-IV expression is accomplished as described by 
Reisher et al. in PrQc.Natl.Acad.Sci.USA SQ (1993) S757-S761. Cell extract is prepared from 
cells solubilized in 10 inM Tris-HCl, 0.15 M NaCl, 0.04 t.i.u. (trypsin inhibitor unit) 
aprotinin. 0.5% non-ionic detergent P40, pH 8.0, which is centrifuged at 35 000 g for 30 min * 
at 4*C to remove cell debris. The assay is conducted by adding 20 mg solubilized Caco-2 
protein, diluted to a final volume of 125 ml in assay buffer (25 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.4, 140 mM 
NaCl, 10 mM KCl, 1 % bovine serum albumin) to microtiter plate wells. The reaction is 
initiated by adding 25ml of 1 mM substrate (H-Alanine-ProIine-pNA; pNA is /^-nitroaniline). 
The reaction is run at room temperature for 10 minutes after which time a 19 ml volume of 
25% glacial acetic acid is added to stop the reaction. Test compounds are typically added as 
30 ml additions and the assay buffer volume is reduced to 95 ml. A standard curve of free 
p-nitroaniline is generated using 0-500 mM soludons of free pNA in assay buffer. The curve 
generated is linear and is used for interpolation of subsutite consumption (catalytic activity in 
nmoles substrate cleaved /min). The endpoint is determined by measuring absorbancc at 
405 nm in a Molecular Devices UV Max microtiter plate reader. The potency of the test 
compounds as DPP-IV inhibitors, expressed as IC50, is calculated from 8-point, dose-response 
curves using a 4-parameter logistic function. 

In the above test, IC50 values of from about 10 nM to about 900 nM are obtamed with 
the agents of die invention, e.g. 22 nM for the agent of Example 3. 



The DPP-rV inhibition may also be demonstrated by measuring the effects of test 
compounds on DPP-IV activity in human and rat plasma employmg a modified version of the 
assay described by Kubota et al. in nin Exp.lmmunol, 22 (1992) 192-197. Briefly, five ml 
of plasma are added to 96-well flat-bottom microtiter plates (Falcon), followed by the addition 
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of 5 ml of 80 mM MgCU in incubation buffer (2S mM HEPES, 140 mM NaCl. 
1 % RIA-grade BSA. pH 7.8). Altera S min incubation at room temperature, the reaction is 
initiated by the addition of 10 ml of incubation buffer containing 0.1 mM substrate (H-GIycine- 
Proline-AMC; AMC is 7-amina4-methyIcouniarin). The plates are covered with aluminum 
foil (or kept in the daric) and incubated at room temperature for 20 min. After the 20 min 
reaction, fluorescence is measured using a CytoFIuor 2350 fluorimeter (Excitation 380 run 
Emission 460 nm; sensitivity setting 4). Test compounds are typically added as 2 ml additions 
and the assay buffer volume is reduced to 13 ml. A fluorescence-concentration curve of free 
AMC is generated using 0-SO mM solutions of AMC in assay buffer. The curve generated is 
linear and is used for interpolation of substrate consumption (catalytic activity in nmoles 
substrate cleaved/min). As with tiie previous assay, the potency of the test compounds as 
DPP-rv inhibitors, expressed as IC50, is calculated from 8-point, dose-response curves using a 
4 parameter logistic function. 

In the above assay, IC50 values of from about 7 nM to about 20(X) nM are obtained in 
human plasma, and of from about 3 nM to about 400 nM in rat plasma, e.g., for the agent of 
Example 3, of 7 nM in human and 6 nM in rat plasma, respectively. 
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In view of their ability to inhibit DPP-IV, the agents of the invention are indicated for 
use in treating conditions mediated by DPPJV* It is expected that the compounds 
disclosed herein are useful in the treatment of non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus, 
arthritis, obesity, and osteoporosis such as calcitonin-osteoporosls. The agents of the 
invention improve early insulin response to an oral glucose challenge and, therefore, are 
particularly indicated for use in treating non-insultn-dependent diabetes mellttus and 
further conditions of impaired glucose tolerance (IGT). 

The ability of the agents of the invention to improve early insulin response to an oral 
glucose cludlenge may e.g. be measured in insulin resistant rats according to the following 
method: 

Male Spraguc-Dawlcy rats that have been fed a high fat diet (saturated fat = 57 % 
calories) for 2-3 weeks are fasted for approximately 2 hours on tiie day of testing, divided 
into groups of 8-10, and dosed orally with 10 mmol/kg of tiie test compounds in 
carboxymetiiylcellulose (CMQ. An oral glucose bolus of 1 g/kg is administered 30 min after 
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thc test compound directly into the stomach of the test animals. Blood samples, obtained at 
various timepoints from chronic jugular vein catheters ai^ analyzed for plasma glucose and 
irmnunoieacdve insulin (IW) concentnitioDs. and plasma DPP-IV activity. Plasma insulin 
levels are assayed by a double antibody radioimmunoassay (RIA) method using a specific 
anti-rat insulin antibody from Linco Research (St Louis. MO. USA). The RIA has a lower 
limit of detection of 0.5 mU/ml with intra, and inter-assay variations of less than 5%. Data are 
expressed as % increase of the mean of the control animals. 

It was found tiiat upon oral administration, each of the compounds tested amplified tiie 
early insulin response which led to an improvement in glucose tolerance in the insuUn resistant 
test aninuds. The following results were obtained: 



1 Compound 


Increase of insulin response 
at lOnunol/lt^ 


Ex.1 


61% 


Ex.3 


66% 


Ex.S 


108% 


Ex. 8 


144% 


Ex. 12 1 


59% 1 



The precise dosage of the agents of the invention to be employed for treating 
coriditions mediated by DPP-IV inhibition depends upon several factois. including the host, the 
nature and die severity of the condition being treated, the mode of administraUon and the 
particular compound employed. However, in general, conditions mediated by DPP-IV 
inhibition are effecUvely treated when an agent of the invenUon is administered enterally, 
e.g. orally, or parenterally, e.g. intravenously, preferably orally, at a daily dosage of ftom about 
0.002 mg/kg to about 5 mg/kg, preferably of from about 0.02 mg/kg to about 2.5 mgA« body 
weight or. for most larger primates, a daily dosage of from about 0. 1 mg to about 250 mg, 
preferably from about 1 mg to about 100 mg. A typical oral dosage unit is from about 
0.01 mg/kg to about 0.75 mg/kg. one to three times a day. Usually, a small dose is 
administered initially aiid the dosage is gradually increased until the optimal dosage fw the host 
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under treatment is detennined. The upper limit of dosage is that imposed by side effects and 
can be determined by trial for the host being treated. 

The agents of the invention may be combined with one or more pharmaceutically 
acceptable carriers and, optionally, one or more other convendonal pharmaceutical adjuvants 
and administered enterally. e.g. orally, in the form of tablets, c^)$ules, caplets, etc., or 
parentcrally, e.g. intravenously, in the form of sterile injectable solutions or suspensions* The 
enteral and parenteral compositions may be prepared by conventional means. 

The agents of the invention may be formulated into enteral and parenteral 
pharmaceutical compositions containing an amount of the active substance that is effective for 
treating conditions mediated by DPP-IV, such compositions in unit dosage fonn and such 
compositions comprising a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

Those agents of the invention which are e.g. of formula I may be administered in 
enantiomerically pure (S) form (e.g. ^ 98 %, preferably ^ 99 % pure) or together with Uic 
other cnantiomer, e.g. in racemic form. The above dosage ranges are based on the compounds 
of formula I (excluding die amount of E enantiomer). 

The invention thus also comprises an agent of the invention, in particular, a 
compound of formula I as defined above, in free form or in pharmaceutically acceptable ^id 
addition salt form, for use as a pharmaceutical. It further includes a pharmaceutical 
composition comprising an agent of the invention, in particular a compound of formula I as 
defined above, in free form or in pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt fomo, together 
with at least one pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent It further comprises the use of 
an agent of the invention, in particular, a compound of formula I as defined above, in free form 
or in pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt form in the preparation of a medicament 
for inhibiting DPP-IV or treating conditions mediated by DPP-IV, by a process comprising 
mixing an agent of the invention with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent It 
further provides a metliod of inhibiting DPF^IV, or of treating conditions mediated by 
DPP-IV. which comprises administering to a patient in need of such treatment a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound of the invention, in particular, of formula I in 
free form or in pharmacoitically acceptable acid addition salt form 
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The agents of Examples 1. 3» 5, 8 and 12 are the preferred agents of the invention, 
particularly those of Examples 1, 3. S and 12, preferably in hydrochloride acid addition salt 
form, especially the agent of Example 3, namely l-P-[(S-cyanopyTidin-2-yl)amino]- 
^ylamino]acetyl-2-cyano*(S)-pyrroIidinet preferably in dihydrochloride acid addition salt 
form. It has been determined that in hydrochloride form they have an IC^o value in the Caco-2 
DPP-IV assay of, respectively, 36, 22. 26, 8 and 279 nM, and in the nwdifkd Kubota assay 
above, an IC50 value for, respectively, human and rat plasma DPP-IV, of 27 and 22 nM 
(Example 1); 7 and 6 nM (Example 3); 37 and 18 nM (Exanq)le 5); 12 and 1 1 nM 
(Example 8); and 95 and 38 nM (Example 12). It is. therefore, indicated that for the above 
uses the compounds of Examples 1. 3, 5. 8 and 12 may be administered to larger mammals, for 
example humans, by similar modes of administration at similar dosages than conventionally 
employed with metformin. 
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1. AnN-(N*-substitutedglycyl).2-cyanopym)lidme, 
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2. A compound of formula I: 
H 



CN 



6 ' 

wherein R is: 

a) RlRlJ^^(CH2)□l- wherein 

Ri is a pyridinyl or pyrimidinyl moiety optionally mono- or independently * 
disubstituted with (CM)alkyI, (CM)alkoxy, halogen, irifluoromeihyl. 
cyano or nitro; or phenyl optionally mono- or independently disubstituted 
with (CM)aJkyl, (CM)alkoxy or halogen; 

Rii is hydrogen or(Ci^)alkyl; and 

m is 2 or 3; 

b) (C3.ia)cycloa]kyl optionally monosubstituted in the 1 -position with (C|.3)hydn>xyalkyl; 

c) R2(CH2)n- wherein either 

Ri is lAenyl optionally mono- or independently di- or independently trisubstituted 
with (CM)alkyl, {CM)aikoxy, halogen or phenylthio optionally mcMiosubsUtuted 
in the phenyl ring with hydroxymethyl; or is (CM)alkyl; a rs.l.ljbicyclic 
carbocyclic moiety optionally mono- or plurisubstituled with (CM)alkyl; 
a pyridinyl or naphthyl moiety optionally mono- or independently disubstituted 
with (CM)alkyL (CM)alkoxy or halogen; cyclohexene; or adamantyl; and 

n is 1 to 3; or 

Ra is phenoxy optionally mono- or independentiy disubstituted with (CM)alkyl, 

(CM)alkoxy or halogen; and 
nis2or3; 

d) (^sihCaiCB^ wherein each Rj independentiy Is phenyl optionally mono- or 

indq)endently disubstituted witii (Ci^)3Skyl, 
(CM)alkoxy or halo^n; 
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c) R4(CHj)p. whaein R4 is Z-oxopyirolidinyl or (C2-4)aIkoxy and 
p is 2 to 4; 

0 isopropyl optionally monosubstiluted in Nposition with (C,o)hydroxyaIkyl; 

g) R, wherein R5 is: indanyl; apynolidinyl orpipcridinyl moiety optionaUy subsiimted with 
benzyl; a [2.2.1]- or [3.1.1 Jbicyclic carbocyclic moiety optionally mono- or 
plurisubstituted with (CM)alkyl; adamantyl; or (CM)aIkyl optionaUy mono- or 
independently plurisubstituted widi hydroxy, hydroxymetfiyl or phenyl optionally 
or indepcndentiy disubstituted with (CM)alkyl. (CM)alkoxy or halogen; 

in iree fomi or in acid addition salt form. 



mono- 



3. A compound according to claim 2 (a componnd Ip) wherein R is R^ which is: 

a) R,^(CH2)j. wherein R/ is a pyridinyl or pyrimidmyl moiety optionally mono- or 

indcpendcntiy disubstinited wiUi halogen, trifluoromctiiyl. 
cyano or nitio; 

b) (C3.7)cycloallcyl optionally monosubstitutcd in l-position with (C,.3)hydioxyalkyI; 

c) Ra^'CCHz):- wherein Ra** is phenyl optionally mono- or indepcndentiy di- or independentiy 

trisubstitutcd with halogen or (Ci.3)alkoxy; 

d) (Ry^iCHCCHih- wherein each R^^ independently is phenyl optionaUy monosubstituted widi 

halogen or(Ci.3)allcoxy; 

e) R4(CH2)3- wherein R4 is as defined above; or 

0 isopropyl optionally monosubstituted in I -position witii (Ci.3)hydroxyallcyI; 
in free form or in acid addition salt form. 



4. A compound according to claim 2 (a compound Is), wherein R is R', which is: 

a) Ri*Ru*(CH2W wherein R/ is pyridinyl optionally mono- or indepcndentiy disubstituted 

with chlorine, trifluororoethyl. cyano or nitro; pyrimidinyl 
optionally monosubstituted witii chlorine or trifluoiomctiiyl; 
or phenyl; 

Ru' is hydrogen or methyl; and 

msis2or3; 

b) (C3.n)cycloancyl optionally monosubstituted in l-position widi hydroxymediyl; 
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c) Rj'CCHj)^- wherein cither 

R2' is phenyl optionally mono- or independently di- or indq)endently 
trisubstituted with halogen, alkoxy of 1 or 2 carbon atoms or 
phenylthio monosubsdtuted in the phenyl ring with hydroxymediyl; 
(C|^)alkyl; 6.6^ethylbicycloI3.1.11hept-2-yI; pyridinyl; 
naphdiyl; cyclohexene; or adanumtyl; and ns is 1 to 3; or 

R2* is phenoxy; and ns is 2; 

d) (3,3-diphenyl)propyl; 

e) R4'(CH2)pi wherein R4* is 2-oxopyrrolidin-l-yl or isopropoxy and 

ps is 2 or 3; 

f) isopropyl optionally monosubstituted in 1 -position with hydroxymethyl; 

g) R5* wherein R5' is: indanyl; a pynolidinyl or piperidinyl moiety optionally N-substituted 

with benzyl; bicyclo[2.2.1Ihcpt-2-yl; 2.6.6-trimediylbicyclo- 
[3.1.1 ]hept-3-yl; adamantyl; or (Ci4)alkyl optionally mono- or 
independently disubstituted with hydroxy, hydroxymethyl or phenyl; 
in free form or in acid addition salt form. 

5. The compound according to claim 2 wherein R is 2-[(5-cyanopyridin-2-yI)amino]ethyl. 
i.c. I-[2-[(S-cyanopyridin-2-yI)amino]ethyIamino]acetyl-2-cyano-(S>-pyrrolidine, iniiee fonn 
or in acid addition ^alt form, especially in dihydrochlorideacid addition salt form, or 

a compound according to claim 2 which is of formula I wherein R is either 

- 2-[(5-chloropyridln-2-yl)amino]etiiyl, or 

- (l-hydroxymetfayl)cyclopent-l-yl,or 

- 2-[(5-nitropyridlin-2-yl)amino]ethyl, or 

- 3-(isopropoxy)prdpyI, 

in free form or in acid addition salt fonn. 

6. A process for the prq)aration of a compound according to claim I which comprises 
coupling a reactive (2-cyanopyrrolidino)cafbonyknethylene compound with an af^nopriate 
substituted amine or, for the preparation of a compound according to claim 2, which comprises 
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reacting a compound of fonnuJa II 

O 




II .snCN 



n 



wherein X is a reactive group, 
with a compound of formula III 



NHjR 



m 



wherein R is as defined in claim 2, 

and recovering the resultant compound in free form or in acid addition salt form. 

7. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to claim 1 in free form or 
in pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt form, together with at least one 
pharmaceudcally acceptable cairier or diluent 

8. A compound according to claim 1 in free form or in pharmaceudcally acceptable acid 
addition salt form, for use as a pharmaceutical. 

9. Use of a compound according to claim 1 in free form or in pharmaceutically acceptable acid 
addition salt form in the preparation of a medicament for inhibiting DPP-IV or treating 
conditions mediated by DPP-IV. 

10. A method of inhibiting DPP-IV, or of treating a condition mediated by DPP-IV, which 
comprises administering a therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim I 
in free form or in pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt form to a patient in need of 
such treatment 
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I Actioiut appiicttion No. 

PCT/EP 97/06125 



BoKl Ob«efvatlon»wh>f»c^rt»rfn d^nu wmm fo<irid untMrcliabU (Continuation of Horn 1 of first aheot) 



Thit tntenuSion«l Starch Ftoport hn not tMi ••t.biiM in mspeek ol o«t.in cUim. under Aitid. 1 7f2)(«) for Iho lb(lomn9 rMM«: 

1. [7] C!»imiNo*.: 10 

b«c«uM th«y ral«to to sufajoQi mattw not iv^iirad to hm M«reM l>y Ihs Autheiily. nimoly: 

Remark: Although claim 10 

Is directed to a method of treatment of the human/animal 
body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged 
effects of the compound/composition. 

2. Q amtm No*.; 

«n otfont that no meancngU Momational Soarah can bo oamod ot4, spoaMly: 



3. Q aaJim Not.: 

beeauao th«y aro dopoAdant 



otaimo and ara not draltad tn oeeordanoo wfth Iho aooond and third tanlanees ol Aula 6.4(a). 



Box It Obsorvatieno whero unity of invontton Is lacking (Continuatien of tttm 2 of first ■hoot) 



TTwIntamalionoi Searching Authority found muttploinvonlbns In ^ i^ftiotfon. as blom: 



n ■« '•y««d ■ddilional aaareh feoi waro timaiy paid by tho appCcant. thrt ln:fc.-nattonal Saareh Raport eovors aN 
•aafcnabio damis. 

Q tlZ^ !Sri*' ^ 'Tf^^jS?!*** '•■^ tha appfieant. thb MamaUonal Saarch Ropoit 

* eovws only ttioao dajms tor tvhkh toaa ma paid, spadfioaly daima Noa.: 



I I NoisquNodaddUional 
mstnotodio Iho invonti 



Boafch taoa 

invontion fiflrt 



waro limaly paid by the apptnant. Consaquantly. 
— ^ n Ihodama; it ia co¥ Or ad by olaiiiia Noa.: 



thit Intam jtiond SMfoh Flapoft m 



Romiflc on Protost 



I I Tha addiUond aoareh faaa war* aeeomparmd by tha apphcant'a prdast 
I I No prdast aoeompaniad tha paymani ol oddiional laarch laas 
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